
MINUTES 

ATHENS MUNICIPAL-REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION 

ROLL CALL 

MEMBERS PRESENT 
Chairman Tom Hamilton 
J ona Garrett 
John Coker 
Ralph Fenton 
Eric Newberry 
Dick Pelley 
Janice Hardaway 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

August 7, 2017 

12:00 P. M. 

CONFERENCE ROOM 

MEMBERS ABSENT 

1. Approval of June 26, 2017 work session minutes 

OTHERS ATTENDING 
Anthony Casteel 
Gene McConkey 
Jim Dyer 
Andy Brusseau 
Mary Scudder 

The minutes of the June 26, 2017 work session were approved on motion by Dick elley; 
seconded by Ralph Fenton; vote- unanimous 

2. Approval of July 31, 2017 work session minutes 

The minutes of the July 31, 2017. work session were approved on motion by Dick Pelley; 
seconded by Ralph fenton; vote- unanimous 

3. Approval of the June 5, 2017 regular minutes 

The minutes of the June 5, 2017. regular meeting were approved on motion by Dick 
Pelley; seconded by Ralph Fenton; vote- unanimous 

OLD BUSINESS 

There was no Old Business to discuss. 



NEW BUSINESS 

1. Review and recommendation of changes to the Section 3.04.08.B. Permitted Uses to 

add regulations governing dormitory and barracks with manager's quarters for certain 

offsite educational and training facilities in the B3 Intensive Business District of the 

Zoning Code. 

Mr. Casteel said there is an NCAA (National Collegiate Athletic A sociation) 

sanctioned sport in town that is running a training camp and they would .lik t 

pul their attend ees in a dormit ry/barracks in a building tbat they own in a B-3 

Intensive Business District. It is not on the same site as the training facility. What 

they tried to do is make sure they wrote it very narrowly to only aUow anything 

that was tied to an accredited educational institution or an NCAA sanctioned or 

sponsored spmt. They wanted to make sure they could do a group kit hen and 

bathroom facilities and have separated housing quarters for whomever manages 

the banacks. In addition, they will be a Pemlitted Use where they can be 

approved administratively. They can ask for an accreditation letter for proof that 

they meet th requirements. This training camp does have a set curriculum they 

have to follow for classes; not only is it tied to the sport. it is tied to an accredited 

school. 

Dr. P lley said il was an on.line high school. 

Chairman Hamilton made mention that this was significantlv different than when 

it first began. 

Mr. Coker said they were going to have kids coming in to permanently stay. It 

was more like a camp in the beginning. They want them huddled together as a 

group to keep an eye on them. 

Dr. Pelley said the answer Mr. Hamilton's question is yes. 

Chairman Hamilton asked if the City of Athens has any liability towards these 

kids. 

Mr. Newberry said Mr. Carter said it was going to be a very open and structured 

faci.lity. 

Chairman Hamilton said what he is thinking. if they are essentially sanctioning 

this arrangement. .. 

Multiple people said it would be no different than approving anything else. 
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Dr. Pelley said it will be the same as approving the apartments. 

MOTION: To approve the request. 

MADE: Dick Pelley 
SECOND: Eric Newberry 

Unanimous 
MOTION PASSED 

VOTE: 

2. Review and recommendation of changes to the Section 4.20 Residential Townhouse 

and Patio Home (RT-PH) Regulations of the Zoning Code. 

Mr. Casteel aid they had a gentleman come in that wanted to de elop 
townhomes: he purchased a portion of the Cate property on Tellico. He brought in 
a preliminary drawing that Christian Medders (Medders Surveying) made up for 
him and he wanted to do nine units in one building. They looked at the Code and 
the zoning code only allows you to do up to six. between three and six. He said he 
talked to Gene McConkey ( ity of Athens Building Insp ctor/ OA) and Jim 
Dyer (COA Fire Chief) trying to find merit as to why they limit it to six or any 
limit accept to what the land will take. He said he started looking closer and found 
more issues with them that needed to be addressed. He revised all the patio and 
townhouse regulations and it is a little clearer for anyone who want to come in 
and do it, th y will und rstand what will b required. hat is what he presented 
t day. It is th e act ame section out of the Zoning Code; all he did was 
underline and strikethrough. One tiling he did was add the allotted density. 
because he wanted to make sure everyone understood you cannot go into an R-1 
(Low Density R sidenlial) and build a house ev ry 2500 square feet. You cannot 
exceed the density and there is no density variance. They are only allowed to 
d elop four house an acre in an R-1. lfthey did run a ross a pi ce of property 
that was severelv compromised by topography or flood zone or something else. 
this would enable them to maybe do four units instead of the one tvpical house on 
the I 0,000 sq. ft. There would be an application for this but he thinks it will be 
limited except in that situation in R-1 b ause you have to put so much land in the 

n, it just would not be feasible; y u Eu:e just wasting the pr petty, i [it 
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MOTION: To approve the request as presented. 

MADE: 
SECOND: 

VOTE: 

Dick Pelley 
Ralph Fenton 
Unanimous 
MOTION PASSED 

After the vote the meeting was adjourned 

3. Training session on Private Property Rights 

There was a training session for the members after the meeting. 

PETITJON AND REQUEST FROM AUDillNCE 

There were no petitions or requests from audience 

STAFF REPORT 

There was no staff report presented. 
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